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however, on each occasion proved disappointing to the Chapter
Labour party, for they showed no exact obedience to    ___L
the appointing power, and they did not give the Labour
administration the full support of their numbers. An
effort to secure the dismissal of the Governor on the
score of his refusal to act to the full extent was made
in Admiral de Chair's case, but the Colonial Secretary
negatived the suggestion on the ground that the Eoyal
Instructions expressly contemplated the possibility of
the Governor acting against the advice of his ministers.
The formal reason is of negligible importance; it is the
mere expression of a principle inherent in the position
of the Governor or Governor-General, but clearly the
refusal was sound. As the result of the election held in
1927 proved, the electorate was far from anxious to see
the uncontrolled predominance of the extremist views
of Mr. Lang.
On the other hand, in Queensland in 1920 the upper
chamber was deliberately swamped by the acting
Governor under circumstances which made his action
definitely unconstitutional. He was a nominee of the
Labour Government and formerly a Labour minister,
and his appointment as Lieutenant-Governor was
clearly improper, since necessarily he was a partisan.
But what made his action indefensible was the fact
that after a constitutional crisis an Act of 1908 decided
that in cases of dispute between the two houses the
question should be decided by referendum, and further
that the electorate by a great majority, on having
placed before it by referendum the issue of ab9lishing
the upper chamber, had decided for its retention, as a
real part of the State machinery. By swamping the
house it was rendered possible to carry legislation so